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i znchesterI?" Motor Cycle Club
fewsletter -~ Mcrch 1976

Dear Menber,

I presure you are & member? Normally at this time of the year I
include & reminder thet subs are due but this year, despite the new
rate of 2I.50 I believe members have been renewing at a tremendous
rate and Doreen is more than pleased with the rattle in her little
coliection of tins. However, nostal charges being what they are I'm
afraid we can't afford to send anymore newsletters to lapsed members
after this month so if that worries you (?) cumc along next Tuesday
~ith your cash.

¢ 9 00 000

Since ovr last newslcetter there have been many club events and functions
which are roported leter on. First of all here is the calendar of
things to come.

RAC/ACU Traoining Scheme starts.

Sunday 7th March -
Sunday 7th March - Club Run.tQ.3anta rod

" " i - D K Mansell (sidecar champ round)
Saturday IBth March - Julton Dark Nztional

" i - British Round - Yicrld Trials Champ.
Tuesday Ioth March =  Film Show
Sundry 2Ist March - Club Run - Cadwell Park ,
‘undey 28th HMarch - Inter Centre Sidecar Team Trial (Man I7)

i it i - Club Run - Cheshire Moto X (?)
Toster I16/1I9 April Club Runs to Transatlantic Match Races.

98900000

Club Cantain, Dave Tattersall has really got things moving on the

road-ru: scene ard I'wve already lost track of the events he's visited this
year. Perhans tris is the year when theManchester 'I7' will once’ again
have a ..i¢ entry in the ACU National Rally on July I7/I8th with member

by that time thirsting for a really long ride to test their endurance -

and navigational skills

Inter Contr- Sidccar Teawm Tricl by D o _a~n
On I5th Deccmber I974 I wrote o letter to Mary Driver, the then

Commotitions Manrger of the ACT, and it rcad:-
- &) ]
Dear Maiy,

would you presa pass on to the appropriate committee the following
propositior:

"To prc..otc sidecar trial competition, the i/C I7 Club belteve that an
Inter-C ntre Teanm Sidecar Trial would be very ponular. As is very
obviouz one of the biggest dravbacks would be the milenge involved

in trav 1lin~ to the event by some competitors.

We propose thet there be 4 sidecar outfits, with the best 3 to count,
othervise very similar to the I.0,.'.7T,., as it now exists.

If this prorosal is consider»d o idea worth pursulng I will draft some
Regulations.

As the “"stLﬂ“tor) of the ventare our Club co:1ld hold the first event,
after which any Club could volunteer to hold it'™, Yours etc....

This id~~ hos sivce gathered momentum to such effect that on March: 28th
we will organise =~ The Ist Inter Centre Sidecar Team Tricl. The
event will start from the Fourways Diner at 10,30 am, and it is likely
that I5 tears will enter. Sixty outfits 'with the best crews in Britain
must ma''e dn interesting competition. If anyone can help with this
event and heip-set it on the rocd to success wnleasc contact myself or
any Com ittt e Member.

D,R.

o8 600 080

The wint:r is near 5 o izht ni w7 i
nearly sveor and liszht anights will soon be with ue rzain but



perheps it's not too late for a slide sho. of your I975 escapades.
I have at least 30 slides of interest from last year but we'll only
fix a date if wmore members let me know they are prepared to bring
slides enough to make a show worthwhile.

LIX R IR 2N B A )

I would have liked to print articles on last years road racing

scene by Mick, Dave, Neville and Moses but nothing has been
forthcoming. Similarly Steve Birchall's sidecar scrambling and Jack
and Ray's British Championship Trisls heot-trick will remain a mystery
unless they put »en to paper,

Thanks are due to my usual prolific contributorst John Ward,
. Deve Tattersall and Dave Rowland with a welcome guest appearance
by Steve.Thomas,
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Advertisments

Jack Mathews Motor Cycles
227/229 Stockport Road, Guide Bridge, Ashton, 339 39I8

Sebastian Jones Male Fashions (Mick Capper)
30a Bridge Street, Buxton. 0298 7I4IS5

Motor Cycle Céntre (new bramch for John Robert's firm)
Webb*s old premises on A6 at “oodsmoor.

FOR SALTD

1975 CB360 Honda, 9,000 miles. 4s new, with Sports Fedring
£500 Tel: 06T - 483 9677,

Reports
MCIN Film Show at Leeds « December IIth

It was wet and windy as I headed towards Stretford to pick up
Mark Welton and meet Vic Finnigan.

We started off on the short haul to Leeds (or so we thought) and
everything was going fine until we met up "ith & huge truffic jam
on the M52,

After about seven miles of slipping through the traffic, we were back on
the open road. But where was Vic?

Soon afterwards I had to stop at the services to pay & call and ton
minutes later, while chasing up the motorwcy at a steady 80, there he
was; on the hard shoulder jumping up and down waving his arms! We
pulled in and after frontic conversation were soon on our way again.

Things seemed to be going smoothly andVic was in front when suddenly
there was one almighty bang ond he pulled off the 10torway again.

I won't say what I thoughtat the time, but everything was 0.K. He
hed run out of fuel so he switched on to ruoserve cnd on we went.

Our =merry bond wes on the road agéin and I was leading, cruising ot a
steady speed and pecking in the mirror to see if Vic was there. You
guessed it} He was missing againd

We pulled off the motorway once aggin. Mark and I talked about
Finnigsn's daft bike - nd the bad weather conditions while ten minutos
or morc passed ond then there he was - tearing up the motorway! No-

it was ay turn to jump up and down, w:ving my arms! It turaed out that
he had pulled off the motorway further back to toke on more fuel.

The rest of the ride to Leceds was uncventful and we actually found
our way to the Playhouse first time.
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Once inside, we were asked if we had tickets. We had, and we were told
to wait. This guy then came irom behind o door and announced that

the theatre was full! We half talked and half argued with him for

what seemed ages until a girl appeared and sald she had found three
seats. Greatl

Mark and I sat down, Vic went to sit down, and cnded up on the floor,
The third seat was missingl Vic then spent the evening sitting on
his helmet; Painfull

We missed the first three films but we did scc "Faster than Fairies®,
"Transatlantic Trophy Races I975", "Tribute to Saarinen' and "Herd
Driving Man®. While we were there we met Phil and Grebo who had
also come over the Pennines.

Time for home cnd believe it or not we got home with no troubles at
all., Vic hoed to heep to 60 mph due to his Jap tyres.,

Desvnite the troubles going up there we all agreed it had boeen
o good trip and the Motor Cycle #Fews films were great.

Dave Tattersall
Rocket Trial - I2th December 1975

Shortly aftcr 8 pm we loft the warm atmospherc of the Robin Hood
for the windswept hills around Charlesworth.

With c11 the entrants porked on top of a hill ancar Stitch, Mark Craven
and I sct off to our hiding place which was along a footpath on
Ludlow Moor ncar Rowarth.

The first rocket was launched 2t 9,10 pm and several rockets at 9.42 pm
later Paul Tootall and Co. arrived on the scecne, vith warnings of ice
on the road he headed back to the Robin Hood and shortly after

Stcve Mottram discoverced our whereabouts at 9.50 pm.

We sent up the rest of the rockets then packed up and returned to
the Robin #ood to findout what had happened to the recst of the entry.

Dave and Dorecn Rowland hadn't turnced up and Vic had een all round
Hyde! Ian had becn tripping around Mew Mills cnd Pete and Chris sampled
the deli-hts of “erneth Low!

If morc pcople had entered it would have been o more successful Rocket
Run, but there's always ncxt time chl

Dove Tattorsall

Northern Experts Triol - I4th December Dave Rowland.

Our annual BIG event went mostly accordiﬁg to plan: th¢ unforseen
hazard which ncarly upset the trial was fog.

At TI0.00 am on I4th Deccmber at Fourways Diner, Cluclow Cross it was
impossiblec to sec¢ more than 50 yards. Along with other senior
stewards it was decided to delay the start for half an hour, After
this time we launched the cntry off into slightly improved weather
conditions,

The trial wos upset a little by the sidecar brigade diverting from
the set pattern, which caused some confusion but things worked out
0.%. in the end ith most compotitors enjoying their ride.

With dusk cpprocching we signed all riders off ot Worslcy's VWash

scction,

P.S. The Stevrrd's Reports we have since received are both
favourable and complimentary.

Se v e T
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nSULT. - (Sidecors 32 s.octions - Solos 4I)

Northern Lxperts Trophy (50lo) D Thorpe 'I5 marks
Northern BDxperts Tronhy (Sidecar N Ivcson/G Simpson 24 "
Ist Clams Awerds (Sclo) J Reynolds 20 n
' J D Metcalfe 2y m
J Galloway 25 "
N Vv Jeffries 28 ¢
N Birkett 33 n
C A Clcrke 35 M
M P Leddy 41 "
C Milner . §3 n
G Wilkinson L4 "
Ist Cl:iss Avards (Sidccer) J Mothows/
: R Armstrong 28 "
C A Morcwood/
M J Bailey 29 n
Castrol Trophy ' D Thorpe

o o090 85500

Talk by Bx BMC Hovigoator - Mike Wood - ‘IGth December

Mike ¥Wood vho hrs craeved with -11 the top rolly drivers anc now
acacges wort of the Jim Sandiford cmnirc come olong - ith on
intercsting, £ilm of o rolly in dorth Africa., He gove an intercesting
talk on the recconneissance technique of rally driving. Mcembers
secmed vory kuen to lecrn more and Dorcen is ploaning to bring him
back agin soon.

Tramps Supper at the Club - 23rd Decouboer

A non-ovent. Lock of cnthusdiasm by thoe orgenising committce and the
generel monbers, The clubroom wos vacked however aad we had o cut-
pricc Lot pot and tho bor wis open til IT7.30.

John Hortle Tricl - Boxing Day by Steve Thomas

This o~on to centre trinl was held on Boxing Doy in the Sparrownit
arco ~nd consisted of 2 lops of 40 sections,

An cniry of 53, cnoyed on casy trial to hilp thoem shrug off the
ceffecets of Chrigstmas over-indulgence. A strong cold wind may hove
contributed to the arute shortage of obscrvers, but this was overcomo
in timc for thoe second lapl

Gary Wilkinson hed & stordy ride to win with one mark lost and beat
Dave Thorne who lost throe.

RUSILTS

John Hortl: Memorizl Troohy - G Wilkinson - I mrk lost

Ist Close Awnrds - D Thorne - 3 @ n
- CAClorke =9 7 i
- S P Thomos -IT ¥ "

Bost Intormedinte - ¥ ing ' -39 @ "

Best ilovice - C Holumses -7 i

Novice AW‘CI‘dS - S Hepworth -O4 " i
- A Harrison -39 =« i

e s 09 0000

Cormittecc Meoting - 5th Jronuary

The last minute Linner Donce arrangomcats wore discusscd. Dorecn
gxnresscd concurn ot the lack of roesponsc from the film locn librarics.
George Long cnd I gonve longthy vorsion: of th. cfficicncy of the
RAC/ACU Training Schemce ~uad the outcome is that the club arc now

morc awcrce of how it functions - Ron Weale is to have a look-sceo

for higecli ot Trrining Schome committcoe and courss scssions,

¢ discusscd - it was felt the John Hartle trial may benoefit
¢ othor thnnn Bexing Doy,
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Alon Varcy is the Latoest nombor to get excited n~bout roturning
to the »romotion of grass tracks or scramblcs - ho'll get plenty
of support I¥ .. FIND A V NUZ.

A longthy debate on the nronosed stasd at th: Belle Vue show cnded
in & vete for o 320 outlay for naterinls cte.

At tho time of this 1goting tho Club Captain reportcd little
interest in his planncd rocd-runs to date.

Club Tricl-Hish :ldge - I8th J-nuary

This closcd to club trinl attr-cted nn cntry of 93 ~nd uscd High
dgoe ~nd pnrt of Booth Farn.

Rideors trnckied 4 1nps of I2 scctions, these were norc difficult
thon our usu~l club tri~l str-ndord ~nd couplcd with bnd wonthor
auscd scveral roetircencnts.

Dave Thorpe had ~ great ride losing only I7 marks and winning with

o substantinl nmorgin ovor sceond place man Chris Clarkoe who lost 55,

RIESULTS
Winncer D Thoropc I7

Ist Clrac rwards G Clarke 55
M ILcddy 63
D Haokoe 63
S Ullis g0

Best Intermedinte D MoonI4I

Best Novice J Hulrme 48

Novice Awards J 5hirt .. 3I50
A Horrison I8
J Robinson 184
M Shcldon I88

M Hallsworth IQI
M Kceling 209 -

Steve Thomas

Annual Dinncr Dance - 30th January

I feel we hove Jjust one nmore stage to go bofore we get the idecl
Dinner Dance. Aftor mony yoors bobbing cbout we've found the ideal
place in the Zolgrade Hotel ~t-Bollington. At last we can accomodate
morc pconl - and I26 of us sat down to a very tasty meel.

Then come the dance, and it was the old femiliar thrac picce
mortuary ausicicons vho killed the cveaning. Time and agein somc
members have argued that not only should we have a modern group or
a disco, but vwe should not book ¢n unknown bond. ow it will come
to nass ot the I977 Dinner - we promisel

Ice Racing - Ist Fcbruary

A trail rice 'which was organised for February Ist as a relatively

ecasy grade run, proved to be somowhat more sevore due to the

prevailing low toaperaturc. Soon aftcr the start from Marple Bridoe

Car Park ond led by Petor Potts on his Ossa Explorer, the six

mochines were onto the roughy,hcadin: towards the Roman Lakes ~nd winding
up past Limmet Clough to Mellor Golf Course before finally dropping

down towards Strincs Station where an acute left, turn up @ rocky

gully towards Brook Bottom kept the suspensions vorking hard. Over

on the Cobden Edge road it was like tackling ice floes and after

hitting o particularly deep hole in the ice, Peter Hommond on his
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Ossa 1 oked as if he wos going to attack the dry stonc walling in
third secor! Fortun~toly »onic nreveiled ond hce shut off.

Onw~rd then towrrdo Rownrth wherce the fun roclly started with o

50 yor. lons strin of wet ice the full width of the traci- -nd uphill
in th. bargain.  The Suzukd I25 of Paul Hommond secmed to prefer the

horizoaitcl "pﬁro;oh cnd 1-3id gontly dowa, cushioncd only by his
viocuu flnsk!  John Yerd's M4 lost cll forward motion but seasaed
hoppy -0 2o sidewnys vhilst Poter Haamordspent o little time vwith
aoworms wye view. It should be noted here thot Messrs Moinwoaring,
Potts n« Cranmus hoving oassod through relatively troubie-freo

were s'tting lik. th: threce musketosrs watching the fun from obove,

From H .yficld th: route went towerds Chinley, w»nssing verious qu-rri.s ~nd
norc. iy Strotch‘:. Until we fin~lly emcurged onto th met-lloed

ronds :nd hended cords the A6 ~nd Coombs. This strotch was

int.ruted to mond ©orerr puncture on tho Suzuki which h-d acquired

a five inch nril.

The tr ck leads abov: Coombs Rescrvoir to cventurlly join up with a
partly surf ced Pomrn ro-d hendinztownrds Burton.Along herc the wind cut
throug: ouwr clotting os i1f it wrsn't thorce. More icy patchus tested

tho im . rovin~ sk’1ls of the group «nd were tockled quitc uneventfully

b .fore finclly rocchin th. A6 4 miles from Buxton. Geoff Moinwaring -nd
his Bu .cace nov decided to bretk off and head back enrly lecving

those omadning 1o set off for VYhaley Bridge with John Croanmer's

N

>
Triump. leadin the vy

We cros.d the I'a ot th bottom of Fernicle~ Reservoir and onto o
nertia’ Ly surfhcoed rord t@r“rd Dislcy ~nd lln«lly by wny of scveral
stoney Ctrocks, ¢ me b e throuzh Brok Bottomy Svlrp . .Cobden sdger ond
Morple 2ridge cair perk.  The round trip of ﬂpprox 40 xileo, with

about O miles oi off the road going, wns tackled with virtually no mud
inwsig © - it wor nll frozen solidl

John Word

®e 80090 00

Belle Tug Motor T clz Shov - 2 - 5th February

A great cvent for the club; I uever bothorcd to wnlk round the rost of
the shrow ond my only regret is in missing the Silk. My thonks to
Gordon Rufilcy fc insisting on = c-sh outlny for a dccont stand ot this
cvent. We ~ttrocied o gront denl of dinterest snd mony ncw members hove
agncc | 2ined u<. The RAC/ACU scheme in narticulaer wae the focus of

a lot . 7 atteatlcn. Potor Potts, John Weard, Gordon, Dave Lawson,

George Long, Henthoer ~ad Ron Venle 11l holped put thoe stond togethor

cnd thi sughdut tho four drye mony more membors took tacir turn oo
#ehopk. . prrsh, srest publicity cexoercisc,

>

o

Commitice Mootin~ =.9th Februqr
y

The Divner Dance was givin o vost-mortem ~nd the only criticicn was
of the brad. It wae felt thnat the stand .t Bello Vue was o worthwhilce
excereis o,

RAC/ACT Conmrittc. - ITth Fobru ry

Sixteor instructors (some now, some old) net ~t Virginint's to plan
th. nct session wuich strrts on M-rch 7th ~t Choadle Henth. Virginic
report.d 45 potentisrl punils hed beoen in touch. Trevor cxpresscd

his delight with th: nev Suzuki which brings our rolling ~tock to 5.

Loctur .~ werc planncd ~nd subjicts nllocnted to particular instructors.
We arce Lo ask ~ppronrintc ~uthority for stornge space ot the centre,

Novicc 7 Schoolbo; Trial - ISth Fobruﬂry by Arthur Edwards

OQur sccond aovice ~nd youth diviecion tricl ot Stonyfold Qu-rry

reoulted in n very cnjoysble drny for 11, ~nd o~ strin~ of awnrds for
our nemo.rs.  Vory auch to the front were the Hulno brothers, who blow
off =11 th. cdult:, follow.d by John M-cdonsld, Rick Stowart ~nd

Pete 5% ocklem, with young Scott Rovwl ud grining yot cnother first class
aword © - the undo - I4 ~go zroup.
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The next two events i the crlendnr nre the Inter Contre Torm

Sidccar Trinl st rtin; -t th. Fourwu~ys Diner on dnrch 28th, o~nd ~ Youth

Division Ch-mpionchip trisl on April IIth on privatc mwo:s; near
"Setter Dog™ on th. Mncc-Buxton ro~d.

Obsérvers ~re ncuoded for both thesce nnd futurc cvents =~nd in order
to maint~in « high stasdord of wrkring it iz cmocnti~l th-t club
membors with ~n intorcst in motor cyele aport arke thamesclves
~voiloble belfore the cvent.  With - club the size of ours it i=
surcly ridiculours thnt tho on y woy to obtnin observers is the press
gong method, minutos befosre the ovent is duc to stoart, o wmethod which
too often rosults in poople with little kno i.d-e, ~nd ovin worsc
with no morc thon o pasosing intcrest, being recrmitcd. Membors
willing to help, whoether foanilicr :Hw: trials or not, pleasc contrct
either Dave Rowland or Arthur Idwards on any club night, when your
offers will be grotefully nccepted

Finally, @ -word to the rideors rogarding the nbove, o few riders after
completing ~ scciion for the last tinme offer n checry wave and shout
of thnnks to thc obscerver, mort don't even notice he is there -t all,
some cven grumbl: - the moral is obvious so "If thebenp fits - wear it

Club Run - Hawkostoac Park - IS5th “cbrucnry

Five kikes 1loft cac Rising Sun ~t I0.302m in fine aorning sunshin:
ond met the oth o throo late risors in Macelesficld. We took tho
¢xeiting winding rond vi~ Congliton “ned Isweawtle to ~rriro o
Howkestone ~t noon.  The wmecoting itself wos exc.llent and theo
were wmost Imoro: ced with Lnglond's fonmoun groand-prix circuit.
reckon Grohom Joycc's porformonce woo worth ths ~dmission feo nlono.
bow<HSa 20 4030 nd prusing snly to repoir Alan Varcy's Stellion
wawm,dHﬁ5cucQ0503a<Hﬁﬁwco wwwr szcm.

ave Tattorsall
Club Run - Midlaad Bikc Shov - 22ad u)mws‘ww

Only tro bik.n want to the 2lrcknool saow in 1ote Joaunry but this
run ~ttrscted oiz ridore. A str-oight burbl. down the MG ~volding
th. Suadny motorists.  June thing hos buon worrying us over sinc.,
is thet "losi™ o HWorton 850 rider somcwhers norr junction I4 and

b

Y
h-ven't goun him sinco!

Thw Show w s oxci 1l ¢ci-lly th. filmshoyw includings the

J
S~rriz.a tributo hod - cmusine chit with “ercy T-it.  ¥ith
thoughts o7 th. ch-. 0f the ncew 380 Greovés Griffon ~nd thoe Cotton
tri-ls ~g-diunst the cﬁﬁswnr cxotic~, "nd drocming ~bout th. Silk Hond~
550-4 ~nd th. now Rickm ns, we loft for homo with lighter walloets

cnd ocolloction of recossorics.

Dove Tottorsnll
Inter Contro Sidacor Torn Trizl - Coumdittee Mo otias -

Loag ~nd constrictive.

Th. Dobnte - Club 24th fibru ry

Thins v .o ﬁw tir~t ~ttompt to hold “n open discucsion involving

711 th. difforoers freticns in the clubroon. w objucts rre to gut
pcoale Lo W;o: cnoﬁ othor desnite thodir differcat motorcyeling Hdﬁ<w<m
nd ~1co to tost the rorction to moro iroqu.ons oww ile.d club-nights.

Now menburs hove o prrticul-r  rous to ~tt-ch er:S:,w<<a to ~ud, I
feol most noonlc woild profor somothing live®™ now ond cghin
cspuciclly in »loco of - cr film.

HOWSVET, w. wmy "ove strrtud on the wrong subjoct ~nd son. neople got
wrony ide~. It ve 211 o0 bit tonguo-ine-chock nd John, Moscs cna I
wcere mercely trying to stir un some cmotions to 5.t o n nore constructive

~rgumens zoongl  Jrve Toatturs 1l weo most upsct, thinking wo ought

O

not to introduce  cubjoct vhich mey split the clubl

The tooic v din frct ilch type of wotorcyeling cruscs aost nuis-nco

1)
3

5y

the
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thoerofore b-d aub icity - off road trinls and scramblcs, OR road going
cvents & runs. Teoking the form of o pronosition cnd o countor
proposal, thoe issuc wos docidkd on o vote in fovour of the off-road
sports: thoy counc loss annoynaco.

Possiblc futura topics;

TT or Mrinland GP?

Conpulsc-ry lights on tricls bikos?
Compulsion of ray type (v.g. holncts)
The collapse »f the Dritish Industry.

Club Run - 29th F.bruy~ry

Five wishful thinking m .mb.rs went on o Leap Yorr rand run round
Derbyshire but no young lrodics throw themsclves undoer th wheels
of th. groun propvosing norringel

The norrest cthey come o this wes whon o Dorbyshic Policowonmnn
stooned thon o1l for speoding in Drve Halosd

Leoving the Rising Sun the run led through Poak Forost, Ponk Dole,
Brlkewell nnd “latlock to o chippy in Matlock Bothe Multitudes of othor
motorcyclists wore scon wnjsying th. first tropic~l Sund~y of th. yuar,
Moscs wrs known to be out on th. roads ns well, giving iis ox Fronk
Turncr Forton on ~irins out perhaps Longnor w s too £ r for hinl

After lunch the ~wrty acndoed home vir. Buxton, Jenkins Ch-pel -nd
Rrinow. The roin which dreonched Moscs on his surburb-n stroll w-s too
1-tc to c~tch the Club Crontain's crow who werce ~11 back hone by 4.00pm.

Drve, Dove, Dnve, Rick, Rick & Vic
Don't forg:t to consult the c~lendrnr on the notice bonrds Club
runs ~r: ~11l shown cl. . rly ~nd nost of them stort ot the Rising Sun.
All the British Sidocir Tri-ls Chompionship rounds crc shown s0

you con kacn n owyc on J.ck Mrthecws rnd Roy Arnmstrong's progress.
They cone faurth in th. reecnt Sast Anglinn round.

* 9 68080

Don't forgct! DSpeodwy strrts ~t Belle Vue on Mrrch 20th.

PLASE NOT ;!

PURSONS UNDSR I8 MUST #OT ATTSMPT TO BUY ANY DRINKS AT TH: BAR
OF TH: ROBIN HCCu. ANYON:Z “EO DISOBZYS THIS CLUB RULL WILL BT
BANN 3D FRCI! TH: HANCH,.E™ R 'I7' MCC.



