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soCiat Scene

o aii tnose tlub memoers and relatives 1 haven't seen since
the start of 1992, can 1 take this opportunity to wish you ail a
belated, happy, prosperous, aad injury free new vear. | wosld
also iike to thank Pete Cuaninghas, the outgning social
secretary, for the work he aas done for the club aver the jast
few years.i'm sure he will be equaliy successfyl 1a-his new role
of aempership secretary. ) iy

At the end.of 1991 Manchester 7 M.C.C. was 1n a very
healthy financial condition, However, as I's sure most meshers
are awzre, there is & distinct possibility that the enduro
section Wil be unable ta run a ‘Brinks’ this vear dug to. the
loss ot the iand that we nad been using. Although the ciub 15 mot
entirely dependent on this enduro, the Brinks did contribute a
substantiai yearly sua to the funds of Manchester 17, so money
a3y not be sc plentiful by the end of this year,

Far tais reason 1 hope to sake the sorial aspect of the ciup

financiaily sesi-independent so that purchases for social .
activities, club videos, greetings cards, gifts etc., can be made
without, as far as possible, drawing on aain club funds {subject

of course to cossittee approvai). UL e :

As always, there will be regular Tuesday night get tagethers
at The Grey Horse. s well a5 having a good ‘chin wad' about your
spart and bikes in general, there s a chance to win sose cash on
the foathaii card, 1 also hope to be holding the nccasional
ratfle, so if there are any retailers put there who wouid be
wiliing to offer prizes (shirts, trousers, geogise ete.) exther.
donated or discounted, I would be most pleasen-to hear fros vo..

The video nignts will now te every athor Tuesday. A
selection of club owned vidcos will ba shown, and be availsble
for bire for an extremely reasonzble contribution of 50p rer weal
{sepbers only). [ would also be pleased to hear tros anyorz who
owns 2 video about cotorcycling or sctarsport in general, and is
willing to sell or lsan it to the club. When 1 get the cheace
I'11 be getting to work on soae questisns that I hope to use in
Guiz nights throughout the year, with cesh prizes for wirning
teass of two or three. | should imagine most of the quastions
will be based on motorcyciing, but I'11 throw in a few general
knowledge as well, o

We are hoping to  send at least one team o the 1993
[.5.D.E. in Holland. it seems a long way off, but yoo know how
quickly tise flies. There s not usually a shortage of riders
wishing to go, but &iways a famine of autriders and heipers. |
want to g0 and help out syself and would like to hear from any
like-ninded people who fancy taking their 1993 ‘holiday' in
Holland, whether they want to help or just give meral suppert.

For our workshop we'd rigged up an old dug-out, hidden from the camp
and we spent a lot of ime there. One day both the spare engine and the
BMW were missing but eventually we found the latter, wrapped in old tenting
and buried under the sand a couple of yards from the workshop. [t was
irying, especially as wo never recovered our very useful Iti. and Jermy tools.
We refieved our feelings with some unofficial revolver firing, which was
another favourite hobby of ours.

Leis diverge a bit and talk of bikes suited to the desert. The English
bikes handiod well but the main troubles were weak fork springs (Nortons
were betier than BSAS in this as in every other respect, but in 10,000 miles
mine broke sbout B), insufficent clearance (BSA), poor air filters {I used an
iti. Deflorio), oo much maintenance required, small tyres and constant
seizures (oflen due o goon DRs): very few bikes reached the 5000 mark
and 1600 finishad some. The Harleys didn't last well either, and, on the
whole, Nortons were better, though they'd some good poinis. The BMW
wes reliabla and needed fiio maintenance, but was too heavy, had poor
dlearanca, broke fork springs, punctured easily and seized as offen as ours.
The Wis' also seized but Wheir spng frames made them the fastest bikes
over rough going and also saved fork sprngs and tyres for you could use
high pressures. The dgarance on the Guzzi was exceptional and the fat top
piston ohv engines gave good pufling and encugh speed: bul the detall work
was very poor indeed. What we wantad was a sturdy, reliable job, easy to
maintain and hande, built o semi-rials specification as on the new
Malchloss. | lavoured a 500 Iwin, either ke the Triumph or BMW, SV or
OidV doesn’t matter greatly, with shaft drive and - this is essenfial - rear
spinging. A single is not so flexible and there ere long stretches over the
*blug” which need 3rd gear, with consequent overheating and which a twin
should take in top: this applies o convoy work, foo. *Semidrials
spedfication” covers most of the other points. | don't sea that much can ba
done about rapid wear for the going is so bad and there's so misch sand in
the gir that one mile on the desert is harder on the bike than 5 milas over
English roads - more than that when dust storms blow,

Howaovor, to resume the tale, of which litite remains. We caried on right
plaasantly until June ‘42, by which fime Ron and the other old DRs had all
been posted back and I was in solitary state amongst a host of newcomers,
the last of the Dasert Rangers, as it were. "Matruh suited me fing and
several times I'd had to be very persuasive o avoid being sent back to Alex.
for a rest. | didn't in the least fancy Base, where one's freedom is so
restricted. But there | made a mistake because Jerry advanced and hera |
am, penned up in ltaly. And my Norlon, the faithful old warrior, had o be
abandoned just 30 miles short of the cherished 10,000 mark, still in running
order.

Ah woll, c'est la guerrel

ARarrERE
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M.L.L. exeter Trial 3-4th January 1992

1'0 entered the trial assuming that the ignition probless on
the Yamaha Wasp would be sorted in time. A week hefore Ehristmas
there was still ao soiution, tut Brian Capper cage up with the
suggestion that  conversion to a Lucas ‘Rita’ systea sight be
the answer, So he arranged to get approfriate parts, and his
brother John agreed to fit thes. When they tried to fire it up it
bacxtired and seashed the kickstart shati through the clutch
Case, Mitsyl Yaaaha had closed for Christmas and there did not
seed t0 b any secomd-hand parts for T.1.400's. It seemed as
though 1 would have to ride the B.M.N. - 6.5. solo again, -

However, on Friday night | had a brainwave and rang Melvip
Cranmer. 1°d sold him a sidecar that | built for the §.K, four ar
five years ago. Yes, I could borrow it with pleasure. 1 went up
to Hayfield to collect it on Saturday eorning, fitted 1t on
Sunday and went to try it cut with Dave on Christaas Eve. Now
Dave is 17 stone, so the suspension was way too soft and it was
back to the workshop ta dig through shelves for danpers and
springs, find suitable anes and fit thee. Ne tried it qut again
ami it was much betier, but the steering was hard work with sola
trail, so we decided to trailer it down to the start.

¥e arrived at Cirencester in pouring rain, 43 minutes hefore
the start time of 23.35 on Friday night. We started on tise, but
tat confused over the route during the tirst two or three Riles,
We eventually got going okay though, arriving at Cricket 5t.
Thoass 1n Devon at 2:33, on tise for the one hour breaktast stop,

We partook of breakfast and restarted at 3233, driving {}
ailes to the first observesg section, 'Neerhay'. We cleaned it
with satles atl round. The B.X.N. engine characteristics were
ldeal, but the handling and steering were not so good. Section 2,
"Horman Husp’ near Honitan, was a very steeg ciimb straight up,
and no hother. Likewise "Clinton', half a mile further on, and
“Materioo’ was another clean. Then on to ‘Fennel Lane’, a very
steep winding tarmac road with a restart on a tight pend. |
abused the clutch but got away alright. I needed to agjust the
cadle to stop 1t slipping,

It was still raining at 7:33 when we arrived for our second
breaxtast stop at Exeter Servites on the M3, 70 niles tros
Lricket St. Thomas, #n hour later, we restarted on time for
section 6, 'Windout', with a double restart. We cleansd zgain,
Fingle Hill on Dartsoor, a long winding hill on shale, sade a
superb sidecer section (what your right hand's for!), Fhe first
special test followed just after, and owr time was poar,

At “dooster Steep' (section 8) we suffered passenger error
and the sidecar went aver tha bike, which seant that tne first
class award had gone. Then we had our secong special test. We
were reasonably fast this time,

our roops advanced: it used o shake up the Bver bile mors than somewhat
for the road was only half made, all boulders and loose stones which played
Hamlet with tyres gamﬂiﬁutocﬁasgaamaarmsasavor Nor
did dust storms improve matters. But all these snags were offset by the kit
littering the desert for miles around - clothing, food, weapons, M.T., bikes,
everything. We didnt do so badly and | established a hittle trading station. |
got iwo broken-down Guzzis and built up & workable model. She was g unit
construction, horizontal ohv 500, with spring frame, hairpin valve springs,
rubber mounted bars, F.C. and very small diameter metal to metal clutch,
gn:ﬁ:i&iaga?soﬁ:auoi_aqg%gﬁgé
Soiuigsugosﬁﬁgﬁnsazﬂaz.ia;@ﬁgga
:@Qdc:nno&nsoeaﬁogmooo&magggﬁoicﬁ. 1 had
Saagazigggngiaagagﬁmggis
make quite good time and beat the other vohicles by an hour. But she went
into Salvage when the CSM found her.

Other 5. bikes were:- 250 & 500 ohc Bensfii; 500 sv Gilera: 500 sv
Bianchi: 500 2 seater Alce with S inlet OH exhaust Guzzi engine: 250 ohv
Guzi: and various tricycles. All had flat lop pistons and air fittets: alt the
500s had rear springing and the overhead jobs all hairpin springs. There
W&sS 2 very rum looking tub, the SPA, with huge wheals and four whee! drive
and stearing - | think it was used for towing guns: and the litte 2 seater FIAT
tarks.

Back at Matruh they gave me the oldast Norion over. One look and we
saw it would be easier to start from scratch 50 we borrowed a ruck and went
“saivaging” and in & fortnight had got the necessary bits from abandoned
bikes and built another. She lasted 2000 miles when an oif pipe fractured,
with another D.R. riding, and she seized good and proper. About this me
the Aussies were in the town and they lifted half our section’s bikes: not that
wa worried for we were wanting new ones. W recoverad two but they
Saomoanssoanzﬁ.ﬁmw:oreagﬁaeaaam:as%.aso
fitters’ tools as weli. But we got on with them quite well and my pal Ron W.
and | picked up a few "ackers” repairing old bikes for ona of their officers.

Then in the early summer the S.Africans amived. Their coming eased
Esnwa..Emmiaimamﬁ%aaﬁmsgnis_m&%gagmaaog
there were now 30 odd to do. Apart from the local runs we'd had a daily
fruck service as far as Tobruk, sometimes fusther, with the result that
sagsﬁaca%agnﬁzﬂo%e%mﬁcgamzx&aqsm‘
6 of us. §2.§8~3£§E.5=98§§§ Theso SAs
were 4 really keen crowd and we had some high imes. They had 750 sv
Harley V-twins with huge 5 in. tyres and foot dutches, faster and more
83835:&.?2282%33?5&83:&955
gagogwaas&E:Scssﬁnzﬁsziaamgeﬁ.
stuck. mgea_ﬁﬁsgmaﬁsmE?gggggg
sactions. Qoqgo*gﬁaﬁﬂsn.gzgig%iagns
Sozﬁﬁaagazggaﬁo%:snsscﬁgﬁa
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Fisher ltrophy Trial

Lreshire Centre's 7 round chaspionship got underway at our
Fisher Trophy prasotion on Sunday 19th January, & start ab Hawks
Nest and a trip down the track to Manor Steps seant that all qf
the sections were just in the aidland centre, although all but
one ot the 37 entry came from the Cheshire or East Midland
zentres,

the result was going to be close, with several competent
riders tn the entry. Current Cheshire Champ Mark Holland was
there, along with sates Paul Bennett and Dave Westj all biessed
with the advantage of late nusbers. Ex-champ Jeresy Darlington,
back atter another lay-off was leading the Kelsh mast iikelies
Phil Houghton and Payl Heywood. Yorkshire visitors Darren ¥asley,
clarke brothers and Davy Moorwood, together with locals Andy Dale
and Lhris Barlow, looked like keeping the coapetition hot.

Manor Steps was the first gqroup to be tackied, This long
quity of bright orange achre tinted water flawing guicily down to
the Dane provided & good miy ot 7 sections. Number ane, 2
straight-forward fording of the #ain river and up its orange
tribustary, only caught out Faul Heywoud., Perhaps that was due to
pis 100.0dd sile early sorning trip to the start,

- Section 2, a steep side gully, dry dn the day and fuil ot
ioose rock waiting to rdll awavy fros any unweighted rear wheel,
took 1t's toil of the iess experianced, Only Andy Dale, lereny
bariington, Fhil Houghton, Mark Hoiland snd Andy Gardiner managsd
tlean sheets. Section 3 was one of those up the strean and loop
out affairs with & nasty undercut which defeated ali the movires
and inters at some tiee except for Chris Proctor and Stephen’
Bisby.

Ine nexi three sections were all yp the sireas with vigits
onte the dank in various ways leading to the most difficuit
sectien of tne day and the final one at Manor Steps, section 7.
This up ano down a steep -grassy dank torture cost Mark Holland
hig oniv tive, and with 1t the trial as arch rival Dar;iington
dropped anly two ones ta make six im all, [t was onty Chris
Clarke ang Lhras Barlow who looked like mastering this, parting
with only one 3 piete a5 the qrip evaporated on their second and
third visits respectiively,

Back at Hawke Nest and the river sections inown as
heninsan's Rocks, teo tough SeCTions awaited. The tirst wWas
auitiple crossings of the river, which only Hoiland and Dale
sastered fully. The jusbie of aud eabeddes boulders, which foraed
the secand horror, #as responsible for taking marks from evervone
®XCEPt Wasiey and Uale. ine gitticuity mas caused ov BaKING sure
the rear wheel 10 nat siide on the rounded step and wige gut &
fharcer,

fhe final five sections were gil on the famous Hawks Kest
hiilside which were ali up and round tfie boulders which tors the
surface. the series of steos of the final cliab caused asst
probless, as the rich black peat carried onto the huge slads,
Lleans became few, and only Darlington and Heywood resained
firaly teet up over tne Nest sections. )

Best intersediate by a facter of two was Yorkshire visitor
gishy with @ total af s#2. ioay Birks nas on 124 and best local
inter Danny Stone on a.huge 130, {t was certainly 3 tough do tor
the inters and novices, Best novice Andrew Longden, tate of
Wasley, having anly two cleans and totailing 132, with the best
Cheshire novice, the verv experienced Paul Quinizn, on 339 fros a
possible maxiaua of 210,

Ken Roberts
fnargs:

Jeremy Dariington  Gas Gas 250 0

Mark Holland Gas Bas 250 11

Chris Clarke Yamaha 200 14

_ Phil Houghton Yamaha 250 19 .
Faul Heywood
fHavid West

fisher Trophy:

Yamaha 250 21 30 eln-
Fantic 2% 2.

best Intersediate:  Stephen Bishby' , ]
Yamgha 230 124

fony Birks

Best Wovice: m~mm-m_wmﬁxma

B

Hontessa 309 131

Boxing um< ¢1um» IMECWﬂW.

Presier . Chris Barlow Fantic i-Reo - 4.
lst Class dohn Hulee Shirt Yasaha- - @
1 Shoek " Uavid Hooke Buitaco 8 -
Best Youth Mike Roterts Gas Gas . .2
Best inter tanny Stone Fantic k-koo 36
tasier Koute
Fremler thris Nuttall BoR , 14
Bast &0+ dohn #iant Haonda 13
Best Pre-45 feter Scottney . Cub i4
Best Youtn Ban #1rkaan bera 12 iz
pest Novice Derek Wagstatie Yamaha &l

Race Night

Frigay 27th March I5DE fund raicer

fprilia 280  zL 34 cln.)
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